SOC 105: Social Problems

Instructions: Choose 1 social problem and tell me how your views or opinions have changed – if there has been a change at all. First, you must describe what your original beliefs were, where you acquired them, where you find support for them in society, and what sociological theory they most closely aligned with. Next, explain what information you came across that either changed your view or solidified your previous beliefs of the particular social problem you are discussing. 
Please keep in mind that your paper should contain arguments supported by course material as opposed to unsupported opinions. I am interested in what you think, however, your thoughts should be supported by the literature and should reflect your critical analysis of the material. 
Your choice of a social problem can be something general. For example, you could choose education or media. You can also choose something much more specific. For example, you could discuss differences in educational outcomes based on race or class and why this occurs. I personally find it easier to talk about something specific rather than in general terms, but this is entirely up to you.
Paper Outline: Please include the following in your paper: 
1. What is the social problem you are discussing? 
a. Choose a social problem addressed in the course and describe it. 
b. Provide evidence that this issue is a social problem. 
2. Choose one of the three sociological perspectives to analyze your social problem (Functionalism, Conflict Theory, and Interactionist). 
a. Describe the perspective. 
b. Explain how this perspective is useful in understanding the social problem. 
3. Briefly introduce what previous opinions/biases you had regarding the social problem you are discussing (i.e. what was your view of this issue before taking this course). 
a. What were your original beliefs? 
b. Where do you find support for them in society? 
c. Where did you acquire this perspective from (family, media, peers, etc.)? 
4. After you introduce your prior perspective, state whether or not your position has changed as a result of taking this course. 
a. Why did it change or why did it not? 
b. What information did you encounter while taking this course that either made you reconsider your original view or that reinforced your original viewpoint? 
c. Or was this course irrelevant to your viewpoint (if so, you will need to go into detail about how the course made no difference to your viewpoint and why)? 
Requirements: 
• This paper should be approximately 3-5 pages, double spaced 
• Format your paper using standard 12-point font and one-inch margins 
• Submit your paper on Canvas 
• Use in text citations (Author Year: Page Number) and a reference page

Social Problems to choose from:-
Class Inequality
Racial Inequality
Gender
Education
Work and Economy
Urbanization
Health
Crime
Drugs
Media
Environment
Science and Technology
